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   Think outside the books!         
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Have You Ever. . . 

 Savored a quiet morning or afternoon in 
one of the serene glass-walled study rooms 
at the library? 

 Sipped a tasty cup of coffee or tea from the 
Keurig beverage station? 

 Enjoyed a major motion picture under the 
stars on a balmy summer eve in Collins 
Park? 

 Observed your children's imaginations run 
wild downstairs in the KDLville or teen 
area? 

 Tinkered in the KDL Lab MakerSpace? 
 Visited the turtles and fish native to Reeds 

Lake in the aquariums? 
 Attended a concert by the renowned 

children's singer/songwriter Gustafer 
Yellowgold? 

 Created a beautiful flower arrangement or a 
chalk display board? 

 Participated in a “Book Club in a Bag” 
reading group? 

 Rode through East Grand Rapids on a 
history trolley? 

 Had a child attend Safety Town and receive 
a special canvas tote bag? 

 
THEN. . . 
Please consider renewing your membership or 
becoming a new Friend of the East Grand 
Rapids Library.  While tax dollars cover the cost 
of library staff, overhead and maintaining the 
collection, all of the above are just some 
examples of what our library has to offer thanks 
to the generous support of Friends members.  
Becoming a member is as easy as returning 
the enclosed annual membership form or 
visiting our website at:  
         
       www.friendsoftheegrlibrary.org  
       (click on the “Donation” tab to join). 
                             
                           Shellie Adamy, Board President 

 

Join the Friends and help bring the fun! 



One of the main 
fundraising projects of 
the Friends of the 
EGR Library is the 
Corner Book Shop, 
our ongoing used 
book sale on the 
upper level of the 
library. It is open 
during library hours. 
From the many 
generous donations 
the library receives, 
volunteers sort them 
and choose which 
books will go in the 
sale, price them, and 
put them into 

categories. Many 
volunteers take 
turns stocking the 
sale every few 
days to be sure 
the shelves stay 
full. To guarantee 
a fresh variety of 
books, other 
volunteers 
remove any 
books that have 
not sold in three 
months. It takes 
many hands to 
keep our Corner 
Book Shop 
organized. 

Stop by and shop at the 
Corner Book Shop! We 
have quality books for all 
ages, non-fiction, fiction, 
classics and new releases. 
And when we get a large 
donation of a particular 
subject, our Shop may pop 
up with a special display of 
books for sale. Golf! 
History! Ireland! What's 
next?                  
 

Mimi Martin,  
Friends Corner 

Coordinator 

 

We were excited to mark 
the 10th anniversary of 
Community Center on 
August 24.  It seems 
unbelievable to us that ten 
years have come and gone 
in this wonderful space.  
We celebrated this event 
with help from city staff, 
Parks & Recreation staff, 
library staff, and the 
Friends of the Library.  
Jointly, we put together a 
wonderful afternoon and 
evening of fun.  Hotdogs, 
ice cream from Jersey 
Junction, and cake (of 
course!) were on the menu 
and kids had many choices 
of activities: painting tiles, 
making cards, face painting 
and getting a balloon 
animal.  The backrooms 
and offices were open for 
everyone to wander 
through and attendees 
could also enjoy great 
music from the B Side 
Growlers.  The history of 
city offices and the library 
was on display in the 
lobby. Thanks to the many 

volunteers who helped 
make this such a wonderful 
event. 
 

Dawn Lewis,                 
EGR Library Manager 

Your Friends Membership Supports the Library 
A big thank you to the 
Friends of the Library for 
their support!  As 
technology access and 
needs increase we are 
able to help people with 
their needs because of the 
Friends support.  We 
purchased cords and 
chargers for phones and 
laptops that are checked 
out for use in the building.  
We were asked more and 
more for those items and 
are pleased to be able to 
meet the needs in that 
area.  Along with the 
reading glasses purchased 
by the Friends, we are 
able to make the library 
user friendly for all. 
 
Funding from the Friends 
supported many programs 
for adults this year, 
including a flower-
arranging program with a 
garden tour, a series of 
How-to Do-It programs for 
home maintenance and 
repair and three history 
programs.  

The Friends' Corner Book Shop - Everyday! 
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Stop by the 
Friends’ 

Corner Book 
Shop!  

 
New selection 
on sale daily! 

New shelving in teen area 
was purchased by the 
Friends. 

New café and upholstered 
chairs and rugs in teen area 
courtesy of the Friends.  

Friends purchased metal 
table and chairs. 

Book Corner sales benefit 
the  library. 



Our Fall Semi-Annual Book 
Sale is fast approaching. 
PLEASE NOTE the dates, 
November 4-5-6, are two 
weeks earlier than last 
year. We hope this 
weekend will be more 
convenient for those who 
travel for Thanksgiving or 
want to get an early start 
on finding holiday gift 
books. 
 
This summer we have 
received aa amazing 
number of collections. 
Examples include books on 
cars, woodworking, The 

Beatles, miniatures, 
architecture and painting. 
Many of these books are of 
brand new quality, making 
them excellent gifts or 
upgrades to your library.   
 
Come early for     
the best selection. 
 
Friends of the EGR Library 
members have first choice 
at the Members Only     
Pre-Sale on Friday, 
November 4. This is one of 
the perks of being a 
Friends member! 
        

Please renew your 
membership or join today 

at: 
 

www.friendsoftheegrlibrary.org 
or by mailing the          
membership form 

 
 

Patty Lacina,  
Book Sale Coordinator 

The FRIENDS are a proud sponsor of SAFETY TOWN - one of the most popular 
summer educational programs provided by our Parks & Recreation Department.  Our 
EGR children, ages 3 to 7, learn how to be safe while having a fun-filled time.  Through 
the use of music, crafts, movies, books and a children’s town, our pint-sized residents 
are taught basic safety lessons that they will use for the rest of their lives.  Traffic and 
bicycle safety, dog interaction, stranger danger and dialing 911, plus visits with the local 
fire, police and EMS, and a “campfire” with Smoky the Bear are just a few of the 
SAFETY TOWN activities.  The FRIENDS recognize the importance of these lessons 
that keep our little ones safe and are happy to help fund this important program for our 
community. 
 
“Safety Town was fun and helps keep me safe.  It teaches us to wear our helmets, look 
both ways, that policemen help us and to listen to the tornado siren. All kids should go to 
Safety Town.”  Charlotte Kanaan, Safety Town graduate 

 
Ginger Springer, Communications Team 

Friends Bring the Fun to Safety Town! 

 

Attend the November 4 - 6, 2016 Book Sale!  
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If you would like to help 

by volunteering at the 

book sale, go to our 

website: 

friendsoftheegrlibrary.org 

and send a message 

via the "Contact Us" 

link on the Volunteer 

page. 

Members Only Pre-Sale        
Friday November 4      
6:30 - 8:30pm 
 
Public Sale  
Saturday November 5th 
9:00am - 5:00pm 
 
Bag Sale                      
Sunday November 6th 
9:00am - 3:00pm 
 
One bag $7,                       
2 or more bags $5 each. 

Safety Town kids and 
teachers have enjoyed 
the canvas bags designed 
and provided for them by 
the FRIENDS! 
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Jonathan Abent 
Nick & Shelli Adamy 
Mary Alexander 
Susan Allen 
Colleen Alles 
Philip & Ann Ammond 
Carl & Jane Andersen 
June Anderson 
Lauren Anderson 
Susan Andrews 
Gregg & Lou Ann Andrews 
Janet Angelo & Jon Thois 
Alice Apol 
Janet Appleton 
Michael & Hilary Arthur 
Jeff & Anita Avery 
Bernice Azkoul 
Kevin & Nance Ballast 
Wendie Bander 
Garu & Jackie Barnes 
Mary & Lon Barr 
Diane Baxter 
Kathy Bego & John Schneider 
Helen & Robert Bell 
Micki & John Benz 
Roger & Cindy Bera 
Vickie & Tom Bergers 
John & Pat Bergstrom 
David & Mary Kay Berles 
William & Jill Beute 
Ben & Gretchen Birkbeck 
Helen Bisbee 
Dave & Julie Blakeslee 
Analisa Blakley 
Martha Blandford & Patrick Ladwig 
Robert Bloye 
Ann Bobroff 
Loren Boebel 
Lorraine Boerr 
Richard Boland 
William & Donna Boorstein 
Jeremy Borey 
Florence Bouwman 
Ren & CJ Brander 
Janice Brander 
Laura & Douglas Brant 
Diane Broomberg 
Karen Brower 
Judi Brown 
Carl & Betsy Brown 
Susanne Buchau & George Mc Bane 
Conrad Bult 
Earl Burhans 
Linda Burpee 
Mike & Mary Ellen Burton 
Dev & Susan Butler 
Christine Byron & Thomas Wilson 
Randall & Sharon Bytwerk 
Lucy Caldwell 
Ann & Brian Callahan 
Carol Campbell 
Sarabeth Carr 
Scott & Jane Carson 
David Cassard 
Charlene Chadbourne 
Martha Chalmers 
Mark & Eileen Chamberlin 
John & Peg Chronowski 
Anne Marie Church 
Diane Cisler 
Rita & Stuart Citron 
Sue Clay 
Michael Cnossen 

William Coderre 
Robert & Diane Collier 
Melanie Collins 
Barbara Cone 
Carolyn Connors  
Autum Cooper 
Lensworth Cottrell 
Dave & Dori Couveur 
Jay & Kathryn Cragwall 
Leslie Curry 
Andrea Darling 
Clif Davidson 
Mary Davis 
James & Barbara Davis 
Jill & Jeff Dean 
Kathy & Rob Deane 
Lois DeBoer 
Nyal Deems 
Ben & Denise DeGraaf 
Karin, Mick & Leland DeKorver 
Diane & Gaylen Demarest 
John & Mary Dersch 
Bernard DeVries 
Carol Donovan 
Mary Dougherty 
Bob & Linda Dudley 
Claudine Duncan 
Chris Dziepak 
Rob & Robin Easley 
Gary & Suzanne Eberle 
Bill & Anita Eerdmans 
Ruth & Nathan Eising 
Francis Ellis 
Constance Ellis 
Ann Ellis 
David Ellyatt 
Amy Engbers 
James & Harriet Engbers 
Lana Eringaard 
Irene Essenmacher 
Margaret Fausone 
Don & Carol Firlik 
Erwin Fitzgerald 
Jeff & Katie Flermoen 
Jim & Nancy Flink 
Mary & Bill Ford  
Steve & Michelle Fox 
James & Priscilla Frakie 
Lynn & Alice Francis 
Jeannine & Andy Frazier 
Judy & Thomas Freeman Walker 
Eleanor Gallina 
Daniel & Amy Gallmeyer 
Charles Gallmeyer 
Beth Gaston 
Tom Genson 
Peter & Anne Genthe 
Thomas & Margaret Getz 
Barbara Gilmore 
Patricia Goeree 
Mary Pamela Goldberger 
Debra Goodney 
Marilyn & Ken Goodson 
Ed & Jane Gray 
Todd Gray 
Robert Greene 
Michelle & Jason Grinnell 
Donna Grosenbaugh  
Gloria & David Haebich 
Marcia Hammerslag 
Brian & Karey Hamrick 
William & Eleanor Harmon 
Amy Harris 

Diane Harwood 
Marci Hazard 
Patrick Heintzelman 
Sam Helmrick & Frank Blossom 
Don & Bluma Herman 
Lea & Brad Hileman 
William Hill  
Dirk Hoffius 
Steve & Nancy Hoffman 
David & Leslie Hooker 
Leah Hooks 
Marnie Horton 
Fred Howell & Priscilla Van Dussen 
Robyn Hubbard 
Jeannette Hudson 
Diane Hummel 
Gary & Cynthia Humphries 
Kyle Irwin 
Darrell & Ann Jackson 
Michelle Jeffries 
William & Rosemary Johnsen 
Daniel & Lucy Johnston 
Tom & Margy Jones 
Julian & Judith Joseph 
Dave & Bev Kagan 
Julie & Larry Kaiser 
Colleen Kanaan 
Jim & Amy Keane  
The Keeler Foundation 
Susan & Michael Keil 
Wade & Lynne Keller 
Barbara Keller & John Miller 
Stephen & Michelle Kelly 
Jennelle & Sean Kelsch 
Richard & Laura Keye 
Jennifer Khorey 
Rebecca Kilgore 
Tom & Vicki Kimball 
Erika King 
Jim & Marcia Kipp 
Janice Kirchgessner 
Heather Klare 
Dennis & Carolyn Klenk 
Allison Koetsier 
Tom Kohl 
Don & Lori Konecki 
Tracey Koperski 
The Korft Foundation c/o Century Inv. 
Mary Kretschman 
Mary & Jim Krzeminski 
Ronald & Janey Kula 
Patricia & Sam Lacina 
Susan Laffrey 
Robert & Lucy Lafleur 
Bill & Kathy Laidlaw 
Jason Lambracht 
Mary Lange 
Lar & Doris Larson 
Dale & Shirley Lausch 
Mark & Marcie Lewis 
Dawn & Steven Lewis 
Chris Linabury 
Mary Lockwood 
Ray Loeschner 
Paulette Longwell 
Barbara Loveland & Linda Powell 
Amy & Brian Luettke 
David MacDonald 
Paul & Roseanne Mack 
Jane Maksymowski 
David & Mary Mapes 
Jill Marcusse 
Robert Marek 

THANKS TO ALL THE MEMBERS OF THE FRIENDS OF THE EGR LIBRARY! 
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Patricia & Peter Marks 
Rodney & Mimi Martin 
Chet & Elaine Maternowski 
Ken Matheson 
Barbara Mayo-Johnson 
Nelson & Susan McBride 
Angela & Joe McBride 
James & Susan McCarthy 
Bill & Marsha McClimans 
Michael & Carole McDonald 
Jon & MaryAnn McDonald 
Pam & Pat McKinney 
Cindy McLane 
Charles & Pamela Meier 
Herman & Karen Meilinger 
Glynis Miller 
Jill Miller 
Anne Miller 
Marianne Miller 
Olivia Miller 
Elaine Mitchell 
Michael Moody 
Mary Moore 
Jeff & Pam Morris 
James & Courtney Moskal 
Yolanta Motte 
Judith Mroz 
Patrick & Mary Mulhall 
Bob & Sandra Muraski 
Jason & Abbey Nagher 
Virginia Nash 
Kathleen & Ken Nelson 
Valerie Nelson 
Carol Neuhaus 
David & Julie Neuhaus 
Barbara & Les Neuman 
Joan Newberry & Manuel Campins 
Joe & Lisa Newhouse 
Catherine Nickel 
Andrew Nikodem 
Ann Nowak & Chip Chamberlain 
Dana Nyson 
Arlene Obetts 
Suzann Ogland-Hand 
Britt, Joe, Liam & Patrick O’Malley 
John & Ellen Osterhart 
Greg Padilla 
Dave & Kathi Padula 
Carol Paine-McGovern 
Joan Panopoulous 
George & Darcy Pawlowski 
Harold & Phyllis Penny 
Mark & Barbara Periard 
Nathaniel Peterson 
Bill & Pat Peterson  
Joerg & Katherina Picard 
Jeremy Platt 
Jay & Marilyn Platt/Churchill 
Yvonne Post 
David Prentice 
Kristen Rampe 
Chuck & Shirley Rasmussen 
Page & Brent Rector 
Mike & Betsy Redman 
Patty & Greg Rhodes 
Susan Richardson 
Jeff & Emily Riddle 
Stephanie Rienstra 
Glenda Kay Ring  
Andy & Nancy Robel 
George & Heidi Roberts 
Jeff & Meghan Rogers 
Ken & Elaine Rongey 

Jerry & Debbie Roper 
Esther & Richard Ross 
Richard & Julie Ryan 
James Saalfeld 
Patricia Sampson 
Beverly Samuelson 
Peter & Catherine Satterthwaite 
Irene Savara 
Bonnie Scarlett 
Ellen Schendel & Amorak Huey 
Sabine Schmid-Fitz 
Judy & John Schneider 
Weldon & Karen Schwartz 
Amna Seibold & Paul Howland  
Chris & Sue Seitz 
Sandra Shank 
Mary Ann Sheline 
Robert Shooks 
Jim & Sheryl Siegel 
Kris Siegel 
Hermina Sikkema 
Florence Silverstein 
Grace Simpson 
Tiffany Sjoerdema 
Kim Skeltis & Jim Hecksel 
Nathan & Bethany Slusher 
Jerome & Helen Smith 
Nancy Smith 
Hilary Snell  
Joanie & George Snyder 
Roseanne & Mark Snyder 
Luis Solis 
Ginger Springer 
George & Julia Steinhardt 
George Stengrer 
Richard & Mary Stevens 
Rosemary & Bill Stevenson 
Susan Stoddard  
Danielle Storrs  
Judy Subar Foundation 
Mary & Jack Sullivan 
William Templin 
Doug & Alix Thompson 
Ann Thomson 
John & Patricia Thornquist 
John TImmer 
Daniel & Betsy Tinkham 
Candace Titus 
Mark & Judy Tourek 
Steven & Deborah Trent 
Jim & Maryann  Trout 
Julie Turner 
Margaret Twohey 
John & Sue Uglietta 
Kathleen Underwood 
Lee & Darrell Van Orsdel 
Sheryl & Michael Vander Baan 
Patricia VanderKolk 
Paul & Lorna Vandersluis 
Cheryl Van Til & Steven Putt 
Sara Van Zwalenburg 
Mike & Liz Vargo 
Beverly & David Verdier 
Mark Vermaire 
Emily Verwys 
Kathie Von Gruben 
Joan Vyn 
Stephen & Karin Waterbury 
Mary K. Weadock 
Patricia Westveer 
Vicki Whalon 
Gary & Hazel Wharton 
Sharon White 

Dave & Stephanie Whitford 
James & Mary Wieland 
John & Carroll Wiener 
Ed Wietecha & Peggy Burke 
Beth Wilbur 
Maria Wilinska 
Charles & Patricia Wilkinson 
Kay Williams 
Elizabeth Wills 
Susan Wills 
Craig & Laurie Wilson 
Ric & Stephanie Wiltse 
Charles Winslow & Judy Sopeland 
Constance Wintruba 
Jay & Mary Agnes Wisentaner 
Mary Jo Wood 
Debby Worsfold 
Gib, Barbara & Micah Wynn 
MaryLynne Young 
Chad & Ellie Zagel 
Jim Zuiderbaan 
 
 

2015 - 2016 

www.friendsoftheegrlibrary.org 

Join Today! Via Membership Card or www.friendsoftheegrlibrary.org 

 
Please consider renewing 
your Friends of the EGR 
Library membership or 
becoming a new member.  
 
Your participation helps to 
support the East Grand 
Rapids Library. 
 
Annual Membership Fee: 
 
INDIVIDUAL  $15.00 
 
FAMILY                         $25.00 
 
SUPPORTER    $50.00 
 
PATRON    $75.00 
 
BENEFACTOR    $100.00 or   
                                            More 
 

Please return the enclosed 
membership card or sign up via 
our website. 



We celebrated 10 
years in the renovated 
and expanded EGR 
Community Center in 
August! 
 
Support of the Friends 
has been a very 
important part of 
making our facility 
comfortable, modern 
and the heart of our 
community 
 
 

Dawn Lewis,       
EGR Library Manager 

Friends March for the Library on the 4th of July  

Friends Help Celebrate 10th Anniversary of Building 

Friends and EGR Library staff enjoy the day! 

Clockwise from bottom 
left: Kathleen 
Underwood; Dawn 
Lewis, Library Branch 
Manager; past and 
current Mayors Cindy 
Bartman, Amna Seibold 
and Steve Edison 

A celebration was held on August 24 
to commemorate ten years in the new 
East Grand Rapids Community 
Center & Library. 

                    www.friendsoftheegrlibrary.org 

  The Friends raised $100,000! 
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A community ArtPrize project 

coordinated and designed by 

EGR Library Youth 

Paraprofessional Holly 

Goulet has been installed in 

this year’s event.  The 4’ x 8’ 

mural, entitled “Yacht Racing 

on Reeds Lake,” consists of 

hundreds of fabric hexagons. 

It has been in the works for 

the past year and depicts a 

vintage 1940s postcard 

scene of sailboats on Reeds 

Lake. The large abstract 

design is stunning. Over the 

past months, many 

community members have 

worked on this design. It 

truly is magnificent to 

behold and another 

example of Friends 

supporting our library and 

community. 

You can view this 

community work of art at 

Long Road Distillers, 537 

Leonard Street NW, Grand 

Rapids, Michigan for the 

duration of ArtPrize 2016. 

Be sure to check it out! 

www.artprize.org/63584 

 

Friends Sponsor 2016 ArtPrize Piece  

What do you love about the East Grand Rapids Public Library?   
“All the activities that they offer.”  
“How nice the inside is.”   
“How many activities they offer.”   
“How many books they have.”   
“. . . the people are always nice.”   
“It is pretty big.”   
 
These are some of the comments of the EGR Parks and 
Recreation's 5th and 6th grade football players . . . and they know 
their local library!   
 
The Friends of the EGR Library are proud to support each of the 
above aspects of the library and glad the community's youth 
recognize many of their local library's strengths!  This fall the 
Friends of the EGR Library are sponsoring Team 5 of EGR Parks 
and Rec.'s 2016 Rocket Football League.  Team 5 is wearing 
uniforms with the logo of the Friends of the EGR Library on their 
left sleeve!  The Friends of the EGR Library are pleased to be able 
to support a library and community that values academics, 
athletics, and arts.   
 
Do you appreciate your local library?  Join us in this important 
partnership!  Friends of the Library memberships start at just $15. 
Simply return the enclosed form or visit 
www.friendsoftheegrlibrary.org to join in support of our library. 
 
                                               Britt O’Malley, Communications Team 

Friends Sponsor Rocket Football Team 

Team 5 is wearing uniforms with the logo 
of the Friends of the EGR Library on their 
left sleeve! 

                    www.friendsoftheegrlibrary.org 
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Members Only Pre-Sale                                               

Friday November 4                                                     
6:30 - 8:30pm 

 

Public Sale  
Saturday November 5th                                         

9:00am - 5:00pm 
 

Bag Sale                                                                   
Sunday November 6th                                           

9:00am - 3:00pm 
    One bag $7,                                                           

2 or more bags $5 each 
 

750 Lakeside Dr. SE - Lower Level  
East Grand Rapids Recreation Department -                     

Next to the Library 

See You at the Book Sale in November! 

 

 
      

Our mission statement pronounces that “The goal of the Friends of 
the EGR Library is to enrich programs and services, ensuring our 
library by the lake fosters curiosity, creativity, and community.” This 
organization has been true to its word since its inception in 1958 
when it helped to establish the East Grand Rapids Library and 
supported expansion and renovation in 1987 and 2005. 
 
Becoming a member means that you as an individual, family or 
organization are joining a long line of folks who know what is 
important to make a working and successful village. Our library truly 
is the heart of our community. Your support ensures that we can 
continue to make our library one of the premier libraries in Kent 
County and perhaps in the country.  You can visit anytime to see 
how the Friends help to make this branch library so very special 
through supporting programming, facilities, staff and community 
projects.   
 
Please consider renewing your membership or becoming a new 
Friend of the EGR Library. With your support, our library can 
continue to offer the wonderful services you have come to expect. 
                       
             Mary Dersch, Communications Team 

FRIENDS OF THE EGR 
LIBRARY BOARD 
 
Shellie Adamy, President 
Ellen Schendel, Vice President 
Gaylen Demarest, Treasurer 
Janet Appleton, Rec. Secty. 
Mark Tourek, Corresp. Secty. 
Leslie Bradshaw 
Clif Davidson 
Mary Dersch 
Jeannine Frazier 
Lea Hileman 
Judy Jankowski 
Patty Lacina 
Mary Lange 
Chris Linabury 
Mimi Martin 
Britt O’Malley 
Susan Richardson 
Ginger Springer 
Beth Wilbur 
Dawn Lewis, Library Manager 
 
 
Friends of the EGR Library 
746 Lakeside Dr. SE 49506 
616-784-2007 
 
www.friendsoftheegrlibrary.org 

Please visit www.kdl.org for a full list of Friends sponsored programs and events. 

We welcome 
your gently 
used books 
for use at our 
Friends’ 
Corner Book 
Shop and our 
Semi-Annual 
Sales!  
 
Drop them off 
at the library. 
 
Tax receipts 
are available 
for your 
convenience.   
 
Thank you! 

That’s What Friends are For! Friends Support EGR Sports 

Banner at EGR HS Memorial Field 


